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Overview

• What’s changed since last year? 
• SA EPI schedule

• Rubella-containing vaccine

• PCV10

• Tdap

• HPV

• Planned campaigns

• Non-EPI changes
• Maternal Tdap 

• Maternal & Neonatal Hepatitis B

• MCV & PPV23

• What’s likely to change in the next year?
• Update on RSV vaccination

• Costs
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MR replacing M

• Same dosing schedule & 
route of administration

• Suboptimal measles 
vaccination coverage, so 
concerns about 
paradoxical increase in 
CRS cases

• Ongoing surveillance 
(suspected measles & 
CRS)



PCV10_SII vs PCV13

• Same dosing schedule

• No longer includes 3, 4, and 18C

• NICD isolates from 2022:
• These serotypes constituted approximately 8-9% of isolates 

submitted and analysed

• Ongoing surveillance to detect emergence of these non-
vaccine types



Tdap (not TdaP) replacing Td

• Same dosing schedule (but low coverage at 6 & 12y)

• Aim to boost pertussis immunity in children & adolescents to 
reduce transmission to infants

• In conjunction with maternal Tdap introduction

• Upcoming campaign for Grade 5 students



HPV

• Single dose rather than 2-dose schedule under consideration

• Campaign planned in conjunction with Tdap for Grade 5s

• Stocking & administration at hospitals?
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Maternal Tdap

• Replaced TT as part of routine antenatal care

• Aims to reduce infant pertussis morbidity and mortality

• Will confer some direct benefit

• Ongoing pertussis surveillance



Maternal & Neonatal Hepatitis B

• Routine Hepatitis B serological testing antenatally 

• HBeAg- & HBsAg-positive mothers to get TDF
• Aligning with WHO

• Greater number of Hepatitis-B exposed newborns will be 
identified

• HBIG

• Stand-alone Hepatitis B vaccine



MCV & PPV23

• Both EML items since 2020, but limited uptake

• For all SCD patients & others with actual/functional asplenia
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RSV (to 21 July 2024)



Ruckwardt, T.J. The road to approved vaccines for respiratory syncytial virus. npj Vaccines 8, 138 (2023).



J Infect Dis, Volume 228, Issue 1, 1 July 2023, Pages 4–7, https://doi.org/10.1093/infdis/jiad010

The content of this slide may be subject to copyright: please see the slide notes for details.

Figure 1. Respiratory syncytial virus (RSV) vaccine platforms and 
monoclonal antibodies. The prefusion (preF) RSV form



Update on RSV vaccination

• Nirsevimab: (MELDY & MEDLEY studies)
• EU-approved 4 November 2022

• FDA approved 17 July 2023

• 70% reduction in medically attended RSV-associated LRTIs

• 80% reduction in hospitalization

• Introduced in France, Luxembourg, Spain and U.S.A. 

• Stock-outs & relatively low coverage, but encouraging 
effectiveness estimates from USA, France & Spain



Moline HL, Tannis A, Toepfer AP, et al. Early Estimate of Nirsevimab Effectiveness for Prevention of Respiratory Syncytial Virus–Associated Hospitalization Among 
Infants Entering Their First Respiratory Syncytial Virus Season — New Vaccine Surveillance Network, October 2023–February 2024. MMWR Morb Mortal Wkly 
Rep 2024;73:209–214.

Nirsevimab effectiveness was 90% against RSV-associated 
hospitalization in infants in their first RSV season



Early real world nirsevimab
effectiveness



Lancet Infect Dis 2024; 24: 817–28 



Effectiveness of Nirsevimab against Hospitalization for RSV-Associated Bronchiolitis.

Assad Z et al. N Engl J Med2024;391:144-154



Update on RSV vaccination

• Maternal vaccination (MATISSE)

• Bivalent preF recommended by CDC at 32-26w gestation

• Ongoing concerns about increased risk of preterm birth in 
vaccine recipients

• ?real

• ?COVID-related

• Post-authorisation monitoring!!



CostsCosts



Price Vaccine
R177.81 for 10 dose vialMeasles+Rubella
R49.36 for 10 dose vialTetanus toxoid
R158.66 for 20 dose vialBCG
R158.22 per single dose vialTdap
R393.82 for 2 dosesHPV (bivalent)
R423.91 for 1 doseDTaP-IPV-HiB-HBV
Paeds R115.81 for 10 doses, Adult R71.29 per doseHep B
R917.41 per vialHep B IG
R131.48 for 1 doseRotavirus
R115.32 for 1 dosePCV-10
R210.02 for 1 dosePPV-23
R71.17 per doseInfluenza
R183.90 per doseRabies 
R495.07 per doseMCV
R346.70 per doseYellow fever
?OPV
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